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Introduction

On January 30th, 2016, university students and teachers from across the Island gathered at 
the Metropolitan University Amphitheater, in Cupey, and the Community Grove in Capetillo, 
to learn about Sustainable Materials Management (SMM), Green Infrastructure (GI), leadership 
concepts and communications on the field of environmental protection and education. This 
training continued the development of the program titled, Generating Replicable Environmental 
Education Networks in Puerto Rico, also known as GREEN-PR. This program is focused on 
establishing environmental education hubs, teaching K-12 students about SMM and GI, 
and providing mini-grants for environmental education programs throughout Puerto Rico. 
GREEN-PR is possible thanks to funding from the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
Environmental Education Program. Additionally, the intership program is supported with funds 
from the USDA-Solid Waste Management Rural Development funds.

The GREEN-PR stewards and interns highlighted in this Directory have been working up to 
50 hours in at least one K-12 school in both rural and urban areas of Puerto Rico. Under this 
program, the coordinators and interns have created interactive classroom workshops, green 
team programs, started new and enhanced existing schools gardens, installed recycling and 
composting infrastructure and organized field trips focused on topics such as composting and 
GI while educating and implementing programs that link the school with their surrounding 
community.



Program Staff

Ana V. Arache
GREEN-PR Technical Lead & Training Coordinator,
Program Assistant
Syracuse University - Environmental Finance Center,
Center for Sustainable Community Solutions

Stephanie i. Anderson-Morales
GREEN-PR Administrative Lead & Training Coordinator,
Program Assistant
Syracuse University - Environmental Finance Center,
Center for Sustainable Community Solutions

Melissa Young
Assistant Director
Syracuse University - Environmental Finance Center,
Center for Sustainable Community Solutions

Lisa D. Ruggero
GREEN-PR Program Coordinator
Syracuse University - Environmental Finance Center,
Center for Sustainable Community Solutions

Kaira Fuentes
GREEN-PR Program Assistant
Syracuse University - Environmental Finance Center,
Center for Sustainable Community Solutions



Amanda Westerdahl
GREEN-PR Graphic Artist, Communications Manager
Syracuse University - Environmental Finance Center,
Center for Sustainable Community Solutions

Melvin Rodriguez-Rodriguez
GREEN-PR Communications Assistant
Syracuse University - Environmental Finance Center,
Center for Sustainable Community Solutions



GREEN-PR Trainers

Lituania Alicea
Leader, Estudiantes Dispuestos a la Restauracion 
Ambiental (EDRA) del Cano Martin Pena

Estudiante, Universidad del Sagrado Corazon

Jose Alsina
Presidente
Vivo Recycling
Organics Team Chair,
Puerto Rico Recycling Partnership

Joaquin Chong
Assistant Researcher
Agricultural Experiment Station
Universidad de Puerto Rico

Darelis Flores Rodriguez
Pre-school Teacher, School of San Juan
Winner of the 2014 U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Presidential Innovation Award for 
Environmental Educators

Ariel Lugo
Director
International Institute of Tropical Forestry, 
US Department of Agriculture Forest Service



GREEN-PR Trainers

Luis Reynaldo Santiago
Agronomist, Experimental Agricultural Station 
Associate Professor, College of Agricultural Sciences, 
Universidad de Puerto Rico, Mayaguez

Jessica Seiglie
Basura Cero Puerto Rico

Winner of 2013 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Environmental Quality Award

Fernando Abruna
Architect

Abruna & Musgrave

Marielisa Ortiz Berrios
Proyectos Ambientales  y Educaivos Inc.

Editor and Journalist, Atabey Magazine

Carlos Semidei
Profesor, UPR Utuado



Universidad de Puerto Rico, Ponce Hub



Ramon Santos Ruiz

Coordinator
Major: Biology
2008 - Present

Eduardo Llegus Santiago

Coordinator
Major: Biomedical Sciences

Hernaliz Vazquez Torres

Major:  Psychology

Israel Rivera

Major: Biomedical Sciences

2014 - Present

Alan Figueroa

Major: Agro-ecology



ASPIRA Hub



Sasha Montanez

Coordinator

Génesis Isaac



Escuela Leonides Morales, Lajas, Hub



Ada Miranda

Coordinator, teacher

Alex Ayala

Teacher



Huerto y Vivero de Capetillo



Jorge Gutierrez

Coordinator

Melanie Quinones

Kevin Santana

Angel Guevarez

Coordinator, Garden Project Administrator

Edauri Navarro



Vieques Hub



Michael Urayoán Connelly Reyes

Coordinator



Universidad del Sagrado Corazon 



Iris Olán Pabón

Coordinator, GREEN PR Intern
Major: International Relations

Eliezer Lappots

Major: International Relations



La Perla Hub



Jerome Zayas

Coordinator
Major: Art

Rosana Betancourt

Major: Sculpture

Abel I. Morales



Pontificia Universidad Católica de Puerto Rico Hub



Dereck Torres

Coordinator
Major: Architecture 
2014 - Present

Joseline Rivera

Major: Architecture
2015 - Present

Aidaliz De Jesús

Major: Architecture
2015 - Present

Kevin Merced

Major: Architecture
2014 - Present

Jesús Alfonso

Major: Architecture
2015 - Present



Pahola Estrada

Major: Architecture 
2014 - Present

Juan Bernal

Major: Architecture
2014 - Present

Frances David

Major: Architecture
2015 - Present



Mini Grant Recipients

Centro para la Conservación del Paisaje

Contact: Francisco Soto Santiago, Cristina Ramírez

Ecosolar House, Universidad de Puerto Rico, 
Recinto de Mayaguez 

Contact: Dr. José G. Colom Ustariz

Comité Caborrojeños Pro Salud y Ambiente, Inc.

Contact: Dr. Patrick Reyes

Puerto Rico Composta Inc.

Contact: Tainachi Fernández

Campus Verde, Universidad de Puerto Rico, 
Recinto de Mayaguez

Contact: Jorge L. Bencosme



Say No to the bottle! Universidad de Puerto Rico, 
Recinto de Ponce

Contact: Gloria Rojas Vázquez

ASPIRA Carolina

Contact: Sasha Montañez

Escuela Elemental de la Universidad de 
Puerto Rico

Contact: Brenda Martínez

G-8

Contact: Estrella Santiago, Proyecto Enlace del Caño 
Martín Peña

Escuela Rafael Cordero Molina

Contact: Gloribel Cruz



The Vieques Conservation & Historical Trust

Contact: Mark Martin Bras


