
      February 2013

News 

Welcome to the EFC eNews on Sustainability in the
Caribbean!   
 
Welcome to the Syracuse University Environmental Finance Center
(EFC) eNews on Sustainability in the Caribbean! The EFC at SU, part
of a national Environmental Finance Center Network, is proud to
facilitate the development of sustainable and resilient communities
across US EPA Region 2 - New Jersey, New York, Puerto Rico, the US
Virgin Islands, and eight tribal nations. 
 
The purpose of this eNews is to educate, encourage and enable the
public to participate in projects and initiatives related to
sustainability in the Caribbean. Expect to receive periodical eNews
updates on announcements on upcoming meetings, educational
opportunities, and publications.  
 
In this issue you will find information for the upcoming Puerto Rico
Recycling Partnership (PRRP) and US Virgin Islands Recycling
Partnership (VIRP) meetings, sustainable materials management
internship programs in Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands,
integrated solid waste strategies, webinars and more!
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SanSe Recicla 2013 is a Success!   
 
The San Juan Municipal Recycling Program, in accordance with the
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Puerto Rico
Recycling Partnership (PRRP), the Solid Waste Management
Authority, the San Juan Bay Estuary Program, the Sierra Club, and
the Zero Waste Committee implemented the Sanse Recicla initiative
to increase recycling at the San Sebastian Festivities.  To read more
about the success of Sanse Recicla, visit the PRRP News Page.

    

PRRP Announces Electronics Recycling Team!  
 
The PRRP is happy to announce the development of the new
Electronics Recycling Team! Given the prevalence and quantity of
electronics in our society, the PRRP recognizes the need to address
issues related to e-waste. Please visit the Electonics Team Web Page
and contact the Team Chairs, Candy Colon and José Rivera, for more
information on this newly formed team, upcoming meetings, and
ideas.

To join the Electronics Recycling Team, contact Laura Cardoso at
lcardoso@syr.edu.  

Get Involved With Your PRRP Team  
 
In the previous Sustainability in the Caribbean eNews team chairs
were  announced  for  each  PRRP  team.  At  the  December  PRRP
Meeting held at the Solid Waste Authority Offices each chair then
announced the goals  that  they had set  for  their  individual  team.
Congratulations to each team that is already making progress! Read
the following PRRP team goals to see how to become involved with
your  team projects.  All  members are encouraged to contact their
team chair, attend team meetings, and share ideas and input! 

Construction and Demolition Team 

   - William Menckler, TDS International, Co-chair  
   - Ramón Olivero, Cemex of Puerto Rico, Co-chair  
In September, 2012 a PRRP Construction and Demolition
Training was held in Ponce. This team is working on a
memorandum to streamline and consolidate the construction
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and demolition permitting process.  
  

Education and Outreach Team 

    - Cenilda Ramirez, Tetra Tech Puerto Rico, Co-chair  
    - Jessica Seiglie, Basura Cero Puerto Rico, Co-chair
    - Angel Acosta, UPR Arecibo, Advisor 
The team aims to rewrite the environmental education
standards. In addition to conducted a composting workshop,
this team was very involved with SanSe Recicla 2013 and
recently hosted a visit to the Olein Refinery and Lubricants
Corp.  For an in-depth look at their team goals, view their team
presentation from the December PRRP Meeting here.    

Electronics Recycling Team        

    - Candy Colón, Nova Terra  Puerto Rico, Co-chair    
    - José Rivera, E-Cycling, Co-chair  
This team aims to educate and discuss the PR Electronic
Equipment Recycling Law.  They will develop cost effective
community and social project ideas for e-waste collection and
education.  They will also promote zero landfill, discuss how to
have access to international certifications in PR in a cost
effective and responsible way and develop electronic equipment
reuse options to extend end-of-life.

Glass, Metal and Plastic Containers Team 

    - Isaili Mariñez-Diaz, Sierra Club, Chair  
    - Looking for co-chair  
This team is developing bottle bill legislation.They are creating
a hierarchy of recyclable materials, identifying numeric targets
and improving collection and recuperation of resources. The
team is looking to develop markets, emphasize the need for
high quality materials and harness the idea that glass, metal
and plastic materials are valuable. 
  

Government Relations Team 

   - Camilla Feibelman, Sierra Club, Co-chair
   - Rafael Pérez-Vázquez, Viterra Group, Co-chair    
The Government Relations Team is looking for a representative
from each team with whom to communicate. They are currently
prioritizing projects to create a bottle bill and improve
construction and demolition permits process.

Organics Team

   - José Alsina, Sierra Club, Co-chair 
   - Francisco Villafañe, UPR-Mayaguez, Co-chair 
   - Carlos Pacheco, Trito Agro-Industrial Service, Inc., Co-chair
This team is developing new compost regulations for vegetative

Department of
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
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and familial status.  
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20250-9410 or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice)

or (202) 720-6582
(TDD).  
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material, food waste, biosolids and anaerobic reactors. They are
studying the responsibilities of monitoring of landfills, compost
sites and organics collections, and working to develop standard
contracts to negotiate with food waste producers such as
schools and food courts. In addition this team is investigating
how to lease land at an agricultural rate on vegetative and food
waste compost installations. They are facilitating the
development of Reciclaje de Orgánicos Integrados (integrated
organic recycling), combined project of food waste collection,
composting and intensive urban gardening.
 

Paper Team 

This team is currently looking for a chair to lead its initiatives.
Those interested should contact Laura at  at lcardoso@syr.edu. 
 

Scrap Metals Team 

     - Ana Sabatier, Schnitzer Steel, Co-chair
     - Cristina Parés, Hugo Neu, Co-chair
The Scrap Metals Team is currently looking for new members! 
Those involved in the metals field looking to develop more
regulation and education around the issues of scrap metals
recycling, please contact Laura at at lcardoso@syr.edu.
  

Special Wastes 

    - Brenda García, Consolidated Waste Services, Chair 
This team's focus is on educating the public on hazardous
household wastes. These include paints, acids, cleaning
products, and pharmaceuticals, among others.  The team will
be planning the 3rd installment of the Sustainability Speaker
Series this spring. 
  

For  more information,  including how to participate on the teams,
contact Laura Cardoso at lcardoso@syr.edu.  

US VIRP Continues to Identify New Team Chairs     
 
The US VIRP is currently identifying team chairs. Team chair
responsibilities include organizing and leading team meetings as well
as helping develop an agenda for these meetings. All members are
strongly encouraged to take a leadership role on one of the following
teams: 

Construction and Demolition Team
Education and Outreach Team
Glass, Metal & Plastic Containers Team
Government Relations Team
Organics Team
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Paper Team
Scrap Metals Team
Special Wastes

For more information on how to become a team chair, or participate
on the US VIRP teams, contact Laura Cardoso at lcardoso@syr.edu.  

Encourage Your Colleagues to Join the Puerto Rico
Recycling Partnership and Virgin Islands Recycling
Partnership 
 
In an effort to increase membership and team listings, we are asking
PRRP and VIRP members to encourage colleagues, friends and family
to get involved! Simply share the following online membership
forms. Thank you!

PRRP Membership: Click here to register
VIRP Membership: Click here to register

EPA Issues Annual Report on Chemicals Released Into
Land, Air, and Water in Puerto Rico 

  4,667,440 Pounds of Toxins- a Decrease of 11%- Released in PR

The annual U.S. Environmental Protection Agency report on the
amount of toxic chemicals released to the land, air and water by
industrial facilities in 2011 showed a decrease for Puerto Rico over
the past reporting year. The Toxics Release Inventory report issued
today by the EPA covered 114 Puerto Rico facilities that are required
to report their releases to the EPA. Total releases to land, air and
water by these facilities decreased by 11% from about 5.3 million
pounds in 2010 to about 4.7 million pounds in 2011. Learn more. 

EPA Issues Annual Report on Chemicals Released Into
Land, Air, and Water in the US Virgin Islands

The annual U.S. Environmental Protection Agency report on the
amount of toxic chemicals released to the land, air and water by
industrial facilities in 2011 showed an increase for releases in the
U.S. Virgin Islands over the past reporting year. The Toxics Release
Inventory report issued today by the EPA covered four facilities in
the U.S. Virgin Islands that are required to report their releases.
Total reported releases to land, air and water by these facilities
increased from about 760,000 pounds in 2010 to about 1.8 million
pounds in 2011. Much of the increase from 2010 was due to new
requirements to report two chemicals released by the HOVENSA
facility on St. Croix and a more accurate method used by HOVENSA
to calculate emissions. HOVENSA is no longer operating as an oil
refinery, which has significantly reduced its emissions.
Learn more  

Sustainability in the Caribbean eNews http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=jkbv8ccab...

5 of 10 5/8/13 11:53 AM



Meetings, Trainings & Webinars

Virgin Islands Recycling Partnership (VIRP) Meeting
Monday, February 25, 2013 
9:00AM - 12:00PM (AST), 8:00AM to 11:00PM* (EST) 
UVI - Campus on St. Thomas, TED-211 Map
 
The next VIRP meeting will be held in one location on St. Thomas. 
All VIRP members are encouraged to attend.  There will be a group
meeting following by individual team breakout sessions. Those VIRP
members unable to attend in person will be invited to participate via
teleconference.

*The VIRP Meeting time is subject to change.   

EPA and Coral Reef Protection Group to Host Public
Listening Session on St. Thomas  
Monday, February 25, 2013, 1:00 - 3:30 PM (AST)   
There are three locations to participate from.

The listening session will take place in the 1st Floor
Conference Room at the Administration and Conference
Center (ACC) at the University of the Virgin Islands in St.
Thomas.  

1.

The public session will be broadcasted live for the public at
the EPA's offices at City View Plaza II - Suite 7000, #48 Rd.
165 km 1.2, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico.  

2.

The public session will also be broadcasted live for the public
at the Great Hall at the University of the Virgin Islands in St.
Croix. 

3.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and its government
partners will hold a public listening session on February 25, 2013
from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm at the University of the Virgin Islands in
St. Thomas. The sessions will be broadcast via video to locations in
St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands and San Juan, Puerto Rico. The
Caribbean Coral Reef Protection Group, led by EPA Region 2, was
recently formed to facilitate a closer working relationship among its
member agencies to coordinate government strategies in protecting
coral reefs. During the February 25 listening session and at the
accompanying broadcast locations, members of the Caribbean Coral
Reef Protection Group will solicit input from the public regarding the
state of coral reefs throughout Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands and how best to protect them.

Contact: John Martin, (212) 637-3662, martin.johnj@epa.gov   

Puerto Rico Recycling Partnership (PRRP) Meeting
Wednesday, February 27, 2013  
2:00PM - 5:00PM (AST), 1:00PM - 4:00PM (EST) 
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Solid Waste Authority (ADS) Offices - Rio Piedras, PR

The next PRRP Meeting is to be held on Wednesday, February 27. All
PRRP members should come prepared for a full agenda that will
include  team chair updates on their team's progress in achieving
their goals for the year as well as individual break out team
meetings. Learn More  

VIRP Solid Waste Workshop
Time and Location TBA 

This March 2013 the VIRP will be hosting an educational workshop
focused around the problems and solutions to solid waste
management issues on the islands. Topics to be covered include
composting, community gardens and recycling.   All VIRP members
and friends are encouraged to attend!  

EFC Sustainability Speaker Series: How to Develop
Leadership in Environmental Education to Promote
Sustainability in our Schools and Communities 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013 
6:30 PM - 10:00 PM  (AST) 
Site TBA, San Juan, PR 
  
Jessica Seiglie is Co-shair of the PRRP Education and Outreach
Team. Ms. Seiglie is a graduate of the PRRP Organics Management
Internship Program and has much experience with sustainable
materials management.  As a teacher and leader of the organization
Zero Waste Puerto Rico, she continues to educate the public.

The PRRP launched the Sustainability Speaker Series aimed at
educating the community on sustainable materials management. In
the first presentation Ángel Arroyo-Rodríguez spoke on The
Importance of Source Reduction Through Organics Recycling. Thank
you to everyone who attended this event!

Workshops are open to the public and free to attend. Learn more .

5th Magna Environmental Conference: Education
Toward Sustainability    
Friday, February 8, 2013  
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM (AST) 
The Taboas Theatre in Manatí 
Learn More  
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Eco Expo  
Tuesday, February 19, 2013
9:00AM - 7:30PM AST Register 
Sherton Hotel, Puerto Rico Convention Center
200 Convention Boulevard, 00907 San Juan
Learn More

Look for PRRP representatives at the Expo!
 

  

SMM Webinar: Complementing Anaerobic Digestion
Projects with Composting Operations - Improving the
Bottom Line by Adding Compost to Production Outputs 
National Recycling Coalition & 
The Pennsylvania Recycling Markets Center
Tuesday, February 19, 2013, 1:30PM - 2:45PM EST Register 
 
Topic Subject Matter - Anaerobic Digestion/ Organics Composting
Technical Complexity - Moderate/ High
 
The main purpose of an anaerobic digestion facility is to produce and
recover methane gas from organic waste materials. A sometimes
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overlooked byproduct of this process is the digestate, which is often
seen as a material that has no value. Learn how some facilities are
using this material as a feedstock in composting operations to
produce high-value compost and soil amendments. Learn More.   

Tools and Publications

Puerto Rico
Integrated Solid Waste Strategy

(Sustainable Materials Management) 

     

(November 2011) Environmental Finance Center at Syracuse /
Puerto Rico Recycling Partnership (PRRP) 

  US Virgin Islands Integrated Solid Waste
Strategy (Sustainable Materials Management)  

     

(April 2011) Environmental Finance Center at Syracuse University /
Virgin Islands Recycling Partnership (VIRP) 

Sustainable Materials Management in Haiti
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(2012) SyracuseCoE Center for Sustainable Solutions
at Syracuse University 


